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“Value Being” . Marx’s Surpassing of Nominalism and Realism
——An Interpretation on The Philosophy of Capital of Hiromatsu Wataru

YOU Zuo—xin, LI Ze—quan
(School of Public Administration, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract; The important theoretical contribution of Hiromatsu Wataru, a Japanese neo—Marxist, in his book The Philosophy of
Capital lies in his profound interpretation of “the theory of value being” from Marx’s “theory of value form”. He not only an-
swers and resolves all kinds of “contradiction” and “incongruence” expressions in Marx’s “substantive stipulation” and “formal
stipulation” of value, but more importantly demonstrates the existing mechanism of “value being” and the logic of “circuitous
way” , and discusses the special existing nature of value being. In his view, this unique nature of being is different from both
Bailey’s nominalism of value and Ricardo’s realism of value, and thus surpasses the traditional philosophy that nominalism and
realism are opposite to each other as the ground level. However, his “theory of value being” just demonstrates an important link
of Marx’s research on the being of capital one—sidedly and profoundly, which leads to his famous “theory of the structure of the
being of four limbs” , and abandons the important logical construction of Marx’s criticism on the being of capital.

Key words: The Philosophy of Capital; value substance; value form; value being



