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On Ma Yifu’s Inheritance and Innovation of Song and
Ming Confucianism Ontology

Xiao Peng ZHU
Professor, Institute of Chinese Philosophy and Culture, Hangzhou Normal University,
China

Abstract: As the originator of modern Neo-Confucianism, Ma Yifu’s
core topic and basic spirit of expression are still the continuation of the
Neo-Confucianism of the Song and Ming Dynasties, which shows that he
inherited the Confucianism of the Song and Ming Dynasties. But Ma Yifu
also emphasized the six classics as the root, advocated the Confucianism
on the Six Disciplines as the basic theoretical framework to understand
and elucidate the traditional Confucianism, which shows its unique
characteristics of thought. Especially its through “The Yi explains the Li”
to build the “integration of Li and Qi”, “unity of noumenon and function”,
“Xin Ju Zhong Li” of the ontology and the developed to the inner body,
realize self’s theory of ontology kung fu, Song Ming Confucianism
embodies his beyond the philosophical thinking, and its wide academic
vision and the spirit of innovation is compatible with various academic
characteristics. It also provides a fresh model for us to understand the
Confucianism of the Song and Ming Dynasties, to carry on the tradition
of Confucianism and to realize theoretical innovation.

Key Terms: Ma Yifu, Neo-Confucianism, The Yi explains the Li, Xin Ju
Zhong Li, Recognizes the Self, Ontological Kung Fu Theory
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