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Quantitative analysis of policy text on the pilot work of health impact assessment system in Zhejiang
province

Wang Zhaohua' , Huang Ziyue' | Lin Zeng’, Xu Bo’, Zhu Xingyu', Fang Yumei', Yu Luxia', Guan
Shuai' , Zhang Meng'
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China; * Zhejiang Health Monitoring and Evaluation Center, Hangzhou 310009, China
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[ Abstract] Objective To construct analytical dimensions for policy texts related to the pilot work of
Health Impact Assessment (HIA) system in Zhejiang Province and conduct quantitative analysis, thereby
providing references for improving the pilot work. Methods Policy texts issued by Zhejiang Province
between February 11, 2018, and February 29, 2024, which involved HIA content, were selected. The
policy instruments theory was employed to construct an analytical framework around the dimensions of policy
instruments, policy objectives, policy actors, and the interactions between policy instruments and policy
objectives, and between policy instruments and policy actors. Based on this framework, a combination of
literature analysis and content analysis was used to conduct a multi-dimensional quantitative analysis of the
policy texts related to the pilot work of HIA system in Zhejiang Province. Results Fifty core policy texts
were included and 1 588 codes were obtained. In terms of policy instruments, environmental-type
instruments were the most widely used (852 items), with internal responsibilities and methodological
measures being the most frequently used; supply-type instruments were the second most used (459 items),
with mechanism improvement being the most frequently used; demand-type instruments were the least used
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(277 items ), with multi-stakeholder participation being the most frequently used. In terms of policy
objectives, the objective of system construction dominated (701 articles, accounting for 56.45% ), while
the proportion of policy coverage, evaluation technology, and effectiveness evaluation was relatively low. In
terms of policy subjects, the Party committee and government were the main policy subjects (434 articles,
accounting for 39.20% ) , followed by health departments and public policy-making departments, while the
proportion of public health institutions and social forces was extremely low. In the interaction between policy
instruments and policy objectives, policy coverage, system construction, and effectiveness evaluation
objectives all responded most frequently to environmental-type instruments, while the evaluation technology
objectives responded more frequently to supply-type instruments. In the interaction between policy
instruments and policy subjects, the Party committee and government played a dominant role in the use of
policy instruments, with the health department and public policy-making department in the middle.
Conclusions The pilot work of the HIA system in Zhejiang Province presented a

" environment-driven ,

system-construction-priority, Party-committee-and-government-led " policy ~characteristic.  The main

challenges were the imbalanced structure of policy instruments, insufficient synergy among policy objectives,

and the need for greater participation of multiple stakeholders.
[ Key words] Health impact assessment;
Policy actors
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