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SOCIOLOGICAL STUDIES 2026

( Bimrmthl)-) 2
Vol. 41 March ,2026
MARXIST SOCIOLOGY

The Construction of Autonomous Knowledge System of Chinese Sociology

Revolutionary Sociology from a Chinese Perspective: Tracing Traditions and

EXIJ].OI'iI’lg Connotations A e e e b e R e e Yi?lg Xing 1

Abstract: Building upon previous calls to “bring revolution back ” within the
sociological perspective, this paper further outlines research pathways for
“revolutionary sociology ” from a Chinese viewpoint. It first briefly traces the
developmental trajectory of revolutionary sociology within both classical and modern
Western sociology, before outlining its indigenous traditions, Particular emphasis is
placed on analyzing the the intellectual contributions to revolutionary sociology made by
Qu Qiubai, Mao Zedong, and Liu Shaoqi. Building on this foundation, the paper reveals
the research connotations of revolutionary sociology from two dimensions: the endogenous
dynamics of revolution and social integration. It concludes by emphasising that research
into revolutionary sociology with Chinese characteristics constitutes a vital component in
the construction of an autonomous knowledge system within Chinese sociology.

Keywords: l'f?\"l')l!.l[il')ll‘dl’}' soniology; Chinese viewpoint; the construction of an

autonomous knowledge system

Non-Human Actors and The Transformation of Sociological Research Paradigms:

Also On More-than-Human Sociology --+-+---- Wen Jun & Wang Yunlong 29
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Abstract: Sociology has conventionally centered on human beings in constructing its
disciplinary mission and objectives. However, with the emergence of of a multitude of
non-human actors, a sociological research paradigm oriented toward the more-than—
human has emerged. This paradigm aims to break down the opposition between
anthropocentrism and object-oriented materialism, placing full emphasis on the co-
constructive practices of “human and non-human” actors. By reviewing relevant
theoretical frameworks and analyzing culting-edge research topics, this paper provides
detailed explanations of two specific themes  “intelligent simulation and human-
computer interaction ” and “companion animals and emotional relationships ”
Building on this foundation, it further proposes a path for Chinese sociology to explore
the more-than-human. Looking to the future, a critical task in innovating the research
paradigms of Chinese sociology will be to distill a knowledge system with both local
explanatory power and the capacity for global dialogue, grounded in the unique values
of Chinese society.

Keywords: non-human actor; more-than-human sociology; paradigm transformation;

China’ s exploration

MONOGRAPHIC STUDIES

Digital and Intelligent Society Research

The Reshaping of Rights Relationships in Digital Platforms: A Case Study
Based on Internet Advertising Platforms -----+--+ Zhu Tao & Zhou Yang 58

Abstract: Compared to the era when the “two-sided market” theory was first
proposed, contemporary digital platforms now exhibit rights relationships and usage
mechanisms that diverge from the assumptions of existing legal frameworks. This has

created challenges in allocating rights and responsibilities within platform governance.

281
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This paper examines cases of internet advertising platforms to reveal platforms’
partial, temporary and often informal use of rights,i. e. , the shifting of rights. This
process takes various forms in practice, which can be differentiated by three
dimensions: its counterpart, its content and its timing. The change of the operational
mechanism of rights has made contemporary platforms differ from traditional
enterprises and multi-sided markets, contributes to the prosperity of the platform
economy, while also brings challenges for platform governance. Therefore, when the
economic and social relations that the law aims to regulate chauge, the law itself
meeds to charge accordingly.

Keywords: digital platform; platform governance; multi-sided market; institutionalism

Interaction Mechanisms in Digital Communities of Interest: A Relational Event

Models ++eerrreseemmmnaeiaiiiniiiiiias Song Qingyn 86

Abstract: This study employs the relational event models to investigate the generative
logic of interaction mechanisms within digital communities and their divergence from
traditional social interactions. The findings reveal that, the logic of interaction shifts
from individual social attributes and relational dependence toward endogenous,
temporal dependence, with technology-riggered behavioral inertia replacing deep
emotional bonds. Immediate reciprocity and microdevel path dependence constitute
the core mechanisms, ensuring conversational coherence in asynchronous interactive
environments exists. Embedded reciprocity shows a significant negative effect,
revealing asymmetrical dependence in online social interactions and challenging
traditional norms of reciprocity. The study suggests that digital communities are
“disembeded ” products reshaped by technical logic, and exploring their maintenance
mechanisms contributes to understanding social integration in an era of atomization.

Keywords: digital community; interest-based group; relational event model;

interaction order; reciprocity
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Al Socialization: Content Generation and the Reconfiguration of Symbols

................................................. cresevenieesnnnns Liy Heqing 114

Abstract: As “quasi-social agents”, large language models ( LLMs) are integrating
into social life, reshaping social interaction patterns and social order. From the
perspective of Al socialization, this study employs four LLMs to simulate different
social roles in answering a vast number of questions on the Zhihu platform, thereby
analyzing the behavioral characteristics of large models and their impact on content
ecosystems. It finds that LLM exhibit both precision and mechanical rigidity in
interactions. They are capable of flexibly identifying contexts, yet they tend to
mechanically reinforce stereotypes related to gender, age, and other roles in their
outputs. At the same time, LLM-generated content exhibits semantic convergence ,
clustering around generic or highly upvoted responses, which may lead to a
contraction and homogenization of social symbolic systems. The involvement of Al
socialization in social interactions and the process of content generation offers a
crucial perspective for understanding the transformation of social structures in the
digital-intelligence era.

Keywords: Al socialization; quasi-social agent; social symbolic system; content

generation; Large Language Models

PAPER

Revisiting Description: Data Deep Description in Quantitative Research

crerrrrresssssasrsassssarrssarrserrsncsnnenesseens Wa Wen & (_:hen Yun.mng 141

Abstract: In the realm of quantitative social science research, deseriptive approaches
have gradually been marginalized due to their limited capacity for explanation. The
advancement of digital and intelligent technologies offers new possibilities for their

return to the research core. This paper proposes the “data deep description” method,
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which differs from regression model hypothesis testing by employing multimodal data
and algorithmic techniques to clearly present the spatiodemporal structures and latent
relationships of social phenomena and their processes. Through visualized structural
displays, digital-intelligent indicator measurement, localized description accumulation
of associations, and algorithmic model anticipation of causality, data deep description
achieves structural perception’ s “depth of field”, conceptual indicators’ “depth of
elaboration” , association presentation’s “depth of layering” , and latent causality s
“depth of extension” separately. This approach builds a bridge for the transition from
descriptive understanding to interpretive understanding in quantitative research,
embodying a methodological consciousness in constructing China’ s autonomous
knowledge system.

Keywords: data deep description; causal analysis; quantitative methods; autonomous

knowledge system

Harnessing the Explanatory Power of Culture: A Reflection on the Strong

Program in Cultural Sociology —+eeeeeeererereineiiiiiiiiiiie, Hu Anning 168

Abstract: This paper evaluates the explanatory power of the strong program in cultural
sociology in empirical research, focusing on the tension between its theoretical
commitments and practical difficulties. While the strong program emphasizes cultural
autonomy , structural interpretation, and causal explanation, its application faces
several challenges, including conceptual ambiguity, detachment from actors
perspectives, overly individualized interpretations, and the generalization of cultural
causality that neglects structural conditions. To address these issues, the paper
proposes an actor-centered approach that builds cultural measures with clear boundaries
and structures through the interaction between public culture and personal culture, and
that integrates institutional and structural factors to develop transferable, typified
cultural explanations for “puzzle-driven” research questions.

Keywords: cultural explanatory power; strong program; cultural sociology; cognitive

sociology
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Mitigating the Indeterminacy of Labor Mobility: Management Strategies of
Online Day Labor Intermediaries in City B
.......................................... Zhang Xiaochen & Wang Jianhua 196

Abstract: Under the flexible accumulation regime , capital confronts a high degree of
indeterminacy in labor mobility within both the labor process and the labor market.

Compared to other forms of employment, indeterminacy of labor mobility arises from
day labor does not receive commensurate academic attention. Field experience from
the online day labor market in City B shows that intermediaries adopt differentiated
strategies across stages: talent pooling and engagement in labor outreach, over—
recruitment in hiring, and continuous on-site presence in coordinative management, while
flexibly exploiting the diverse subjectivities of workers. Unlike platform labor, online day
labor is embedded within the production’ s division of labor, making it difficult for
platform algorithms to coordinate via platform algorithms and thereby requiring
collaboration among different capitals in end-o-end management. In contrast to labor
dispatch, its labor demand and business scenarios are more volatile, prompting
intermediaries to develop strategies of over—recruitment and continuous on-site presence.

Keywords: labor mobility; day labor; labor market order; subjectivities

“Integration of Work and Life ” and Rural Grassroots Governance: Taking
Dual-Residence Cadres as an Example

................................................... Zheng Bowen & Di JI'H;'.!-H(.I 224

Abstract: The daily work and life patterns of dual<esidence cadres serve as a critical
clue to understanding rural grassroots governance. Based on field research in Xi
town, this paper finds that the fundamental backdrop of “integration of work and
life” ,leads to shifts in the spatiodemporal structure in which cadres in Xi town are

embedded. This situation demands that this group adhere to corresponding ethical

285
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norms , thereby bringing family dynamics and their associated principles of moral
responsibility to the forefront. These changes enable the “integration of work and
life” to objectively play a role in alleviating the governance dilemmas faced by rural
grassroots governments. The connections implicit in the “integration of work and life ”
among urban-rural spaces, family separation, and ethical structures may serve an
effective lens for analyzing human-centered government behavior.

Keywords: dual residence in urban and rural areas; family separation; action

elhi(:s; grassrools governance

REVIEW

Sociology of Sleep: A Sociological Response to the Sleep Crisis in Modern
SOCiety .......................................... Li Xi(lo_')'u & Li Yuﬂnj’uﬂ.n 252

Abstract: In light of the widespread sleep crisis in modern society and the critical
role of sleep in shaping public health and social well-being, there is an urgent need
for greater sociological attention to sleep. This article aims to systematically review
and introduce the emerging field of the sociology of sleep, construct an analytical
framework, and summarize research progress across seven key domains: body and
self, social interaction and relationships, labor and production, politics and social
governance, social inequality, medicalisation and healthicisation, and digital-
intelligent society. On this basis, the article reflects on existing findings, outlines
future research directions, and discusses potential research innovations and academic
contributions of the sociology of sleep in the Chinese context. The sociology of sleep
not only broadens the theoretical horizons and analytical boundaries of sociology, but
also offers new insights for examining existing research agendas. It contributes to
enhancing public awareness of sleep health and promoting the development of a sleep—
friendly society.

Keywords: sociology of sleep; sleep crisis; sleep health; sleepriendly society
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This paper examines cases of internet advertising platforms to reveal platforms’
partial temporary and often informal use of rights i. e. the shifting of rights. This
process takes various forms in practice which can be differentiated by three
dimensions: its counterpart its content and its timing. The change of the operational
mechanism of rights has made contemporary platforms differ from traditional
enterprises and multi-sided markets contributes to the prosperity of the platform
economy while also brings challenges for platform governance. Therefore when the
economic and social relations that the law aims to regulate chauge the law itself
meeds to charge accordingly.
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Abstract: This study employs the relational event models to investigate the generative
logic of interaction mechanisms within digital communities and their divergence from
traditional social interactions. The findings reveal that the logic of interaction shifts
from individual social atiributes and relational dependence toward endogenous
temporal dependence with technology-triggered behavioral inertia replacing deep
emotional bonds. Immediate reciprocity and microdevel path dependence constitute
the core mechanisms ensuring conversational coherence in asynchronous interactive
environments exists. Embedded reciprocity shows a significant negative effect

revealing asymmetrical dependence in online social interactions and challenging
traditional norms of reciprocity. The study suggests that digital communities are
“disembeded” products reshaped by technical logic and exploring their maintenance
mechanisms contributes to understanding social integration in an era of atomization.
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